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http://www.flickr.com/photos/dilaudid/4954719152/sizes/m/
Markus	Koljonen	– website:	http://blackswan.carbonmade.com	

What percentage 
of your grade is 

allocated 
to interpersonal 
(unrehearsed) 

communication?  

Proficiency Performance
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Performance

¨ Based on classroom 
instruction

¨ Practiced
¨ Familiar content and 

context
¨ Learners practice the 

functions and related 
structures, vocabulary 
through a variety of tasks 
to get ready for the final 
performance assessment 
tasks

NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks 
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NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks 
Interpersonal 

Novice 
Low

Novice 
Mid

Novice 
High

Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High

I can 
communicate 
on some
very familiar 
topics using 
single words 
and phrases 
that I have 
practiced and 
memorized. 

I can 
communicate 
on very 
familiar topics 
using a variety 
of words and 
phrases that I 
have practiced 
and 
memorized. 

I can communicate 
and exchange 
information about 
familiar topics using 
phrases and simple 
sentences, 
sometimes 
supported by 
memorized 
language. I can 
usually handle short 
social interactions 
in everyday 
situations by asking 
and answering 
simple questions. 

I can participate 
in conversations 
on a number of 
familiar topics 
using simple 
sentences. I can 
handle short 
social 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations by 
asking and 
answering 
simple 
questions. 

I can participate in 
conversations on 
familiar topics using 
sentences and 
series of sentences. 
I can handle short 
social interactions 
in everyday 
situations by asking 
and answering a 
variety of 
questions. I can 
usually say what I 
want to say about 
myself and my 
everyday life. 

I can participate 
with ease and 
confidence in 
conversations on 
familiar topics. I can 
usually talk about 
events and 
experiences in 
various time 
frames. 
I can usually 
describe people, 
places, and things. I 
can handle social 
interactions in 
everyday 
situations, 
sometimes even 
when there is an 
unexpected 
complication. 

Performance Rubric – Interpersonal Task
Strong 

Performance
10      9

Meets 
Expectations

8

Approaching 
Expectations

7

Strugging
6  

How well am I 
understood?

easily understood; errors in 
speaking are minor and do 
not interfere with 
communication.

understood most of the time; 
may need to repeat or 
reword occasionally; errors 
in speaking do not interfere 
with communication.

difficult to understand at 
times; may ask for help 
expressing ideas; some 
errors may interfere with 
communication.

extremely difficult to 
understand; repeat 
frequently; errors interfere 
with communication.

How involved am I in the 
conversation?

ask a variety of relevant 
questions to keep the 
conversation going; respond 
to questions and/or add 
follow-up comments; 
encourage others to 
participate.

ask relevant questions to 
keep the conversation going; 
respond to questions and/or 
make a follow-up comment; 
equal participant in 
conversation.

ask a few relevant questions; 
give simple or minimal 
answers to questions.

ask random questions that 
may or may not be on topic; 
minimal participation.

How easily do I deliver my 
thoughts?

conversation	flows	with	
few	pauses

hesitations	occur	but	seem	
natural;	complete	
thoughts.

hesitations	occur	and	are	
awkward;	few	or	no	
incomplete	thoughts.

speech	is	slow and halting;	
long pauses may occur; 
struggle	to	complete	or	do	
not	complete	thoughts.

How do I demonstrate that 
I can correctly use the new 
vocabulary from the unit?

successfully use many new 
words and personal 
vocabulary related to the 
unit; elaborates to complete 
the task

successfully use new words 
related to the unit to 
complete the task.

successfully use a few of the 
new words related to the 
unit to partially complete the 
task.

rely on simple and very 
familiar vocabulary to 
partially complete the task.

What cultural knowledge 
and understandings do I 
share?

add relevant information 
about the target culture; use 
cultural gestures and/or 
expressions appropriately.

refer to relevant information 
about the target culture; may 
use cultural gestures and/or 
expressions appropriately.

make limited or no 
references to the target 
culture; may use a cultural 
gesture or expression.

respond only from personal 
point of view or perspective.
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Move from: 1 – 3 – 5 Move to:

Asks random questions
Follows up with logical 
questions

Only answers the 
question asked

Contributes additional 
information

Responds, but rarely 
initiates

Contributes personal 
insights to enhance 
discussion and draw in 
others

Comments are not 
relevant Stays on topic

Gretta	Murray,	F rench	Teacher, 	Medford ,	WI

Scored Discussions

Proficiency

¨ Independent of specific 
classroom instruction

¨ Spontaneous

¨ Broad content and 
context

¨ Sustained performance 
across all the tasks and 
contexts for the level
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Proficiency-based Rubric
Interpersonal Mode – Novice Learner

Taken from: ©2013 Implementing Integrated Performance Assessment 

Criteria Exceeds
Expectations

Meets Expectations
Does Not Meet 

Expectations
Strong Minimal

Language Function

Language tasks the 
speaker is able to 
handle in a 
consistent, 
comfortable, 
sustained, and 
spontaneous manner. 

Creates with language 
by combining and 
recombining known
elements; is able to 
express personal 
meaning in a basic 
way. Handles 
successfully a number 
of uncomplicated 
communicative tasks 
in straightforward 
social situations, 
primarily in concrete 
exchanges and topics 
necessary for survival 
in target-language 
cultures. 

Uses mostly 
memorized 
language with some 
attempts to create. 
Handles a limited 
number of 
uncomplicated tasks 
involving topics 
related to basic 
personal information 
and some activities, 
preferences, and 
immediate needs. 

Uses memorized 
language only, 
familiar language. 

Has no real 
functional ability. 

Text Type
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EQ: What makes a city special?

Interpersonal Mode
In pairs or small groups, review all 
the suggestions of cities to visit in 
France.  Come to agreement on 3 

cities that you want to visit, giving 
reasons for your choices.  You may 

have to compromise. 

In Search of the Coquí 
EQ: Why do we explore?

• comment on what you plan to do/see in the rainforest
• comment on the weather/environment in relation to 

your plans
• accept and refuse suggestions for other places saying 

what you want to do there
•mention a few foods/beverages you want to have

Students will select at random various images of Puerto 
Rico and will role play a conversation to decide what they 
will do while on vacation in Puerto Rico. They will discuss 
the environmental impact of their tourism on the island. 



2/26/16

7

Food and Hunger
EQ: How do we eat well? What is hunger?
You are attending a student United Nations event. The topic is 
food and hunger. You will represent one country and interact 
with others from other countries. Have a conversation where 
you ask and answer questions to discuss:

•Where you live
• Food likes and dislikes
• Foods that you eat in your country
• Healthy and unhealthy behaviors
• Hunger issues where you live 

Teach the Language of Discussion / Debate

How to Start Academic Conversations 
Jeff Zwiers and Marie Crawford

Educational Leadership/April 2009



2/26/16

8

What should be done to protect the environment?

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

In your group discuss the following ideas. Add one or two 
additional ideas to the list. Select your top 2 ideas. Be certain 
that everyone in your group can defend the choices you made. 

Structured Debate

Sentence frames to scaffold responses

Tapping Prior Knowledge

Asking Questions

Making Predictions

Visualizing

Summarizing

Helping English Learners to Write
Olson, Scarcella and Matuchniak
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http://1jour1actu.com/debat/

Should begging be banned from downtown 
areas? Beggars are being banned from downtown areas. 
It’s against the law to beg in the streets or in public 
transportation. If beggers are caught, they must pay a 
fine of about $75.00. 
Roles in the debate:
• the mayor of the city
• a beggar
• a resident of the city
• a representative of a foundation that helps the poor

Consider:
• the need to enact laws for public good
• the need for food and shelter for the homeless/unemployed
• the need to feel safe in the streets
• where the beggars go when they leave the city
• the impact of the current economic conditions on poverty

Home and Shelter
EQ: Why does everyone need a place to call home?
Structured 

Debate
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Testing Day

On-deck Area

Students:
•Select images
•Practice both 
roles

1.

Performance Area

Teacher:
•Indicates who starts
•Sets timer
•Assesses performance

2.

Students in class work
quietly on assigned 
task.

3.
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fluency
immersion
comprehensible

visuals 
gestures
interpersonal

Laura Terrill
World Language / ELL 

Consultant
Email:  lterrill@gmail.com
lauraterrill.wikispaces.com

lterrillspringfield.wikispaces.com


